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“You’ve Got the Power!” 

Jan and Carolyn Evans, Editors 

 

Power to Sustain Vital Services. Last quarter’s newsletter highlighted 

two essential needs at Crossroads Ministry. First was a back-up power 

generator to ensure that food supplies can be preserved—and our doors 

can remain open—in the event of an extended power outage. Second was 

meeting a health department requirement for a commercial grade 

refrigerator-freezer for the “client choice” room where we distribute 

food boxes and allow clients to exchange or supplement our standard 

fare with items like repackaged frozen food from the YMCA (see related 

article, p. 2) or dairy products and other perishables. Thanks to the 

generosity of several individual donors, plus a $5,000 private grant from 

the Omaha Community Foundation, the back-up generator is installed and 

will be fully online after inspections are completed and connections to our 

natural gas line are completed. 
 

Power to Pitch-in. Also on the topic of “sustaining vital services,” our largest fundraiser of the year, Vintage 

2016, is scheduled for October 23. Only 250 tickets are available, and each ticket includes one entry into a 

drawing for a $6,500 travel certificate. You need not be present to win, so buying a ticket makes sense even if 

you can’t attend. In any case, it’s hard to imagine a more fun way to help Crossroads Ministry continue to 

make a difference in our community. Another way to help is to make a donation for our auction. Popular 

items include a few days’ stay at a vacation home or gift cards for merchandise or services. For more 

information, see the related article on page four of this newsletter, or contact Carolyn Evans, 970.586.5811.  
 

Power to Make the Difference between Getting By or Going Under. He struggles with severe medical 

problems that have resulted in multiple major surgeries through the years. The low-income housing that he 

shares with his mother is a blessing for them both. Otherwise, even with their monthly food boxes from 

Crossroads Ministry, the small social security and disability checks that comprise 

their sole source of income would simply not be enough to survive on. 
 

For elderly and disabled persons living on low fixed incomes, a single 

complication can mean the difference between getting by and going 

under. 
 

He and his mother have gratefully and humbly accepted food from Crossroads 

Ministry each month since his first visit in April 2009. It was only during a 

particularly difficult time last year, after six years as Crossroads clients, that they 

hesitantly inquired about the possibility of getting help with an electric bill. Thanks 

to our partnership with the Estes Park Extension of the Salvation Army, a 

modest assist of $185.44 helped them get by. 
 

Then came a life-threatening medical emergency and hospitalization this summer. 

And a second time, thanks in this instance to a grant from Energy Outreach Colorado, Crossroads 

Ministry was able to help with a desperately needed payment of $220.80 for a past due electric bill. 
 

A week later, on August 31, 2016, Crossroads Ministry received this note: Having Crossroads available has been 

a life saver. Being on a fixed income, the dollars do not stretch far enough at times. The help from Crossroads has 

helped give us peace of mind with less worry. The community should be appreciative they are 

available to help families who need a little boost. 
 

Crossroads Ministry, and the hundreds of persons we serve each year, are thankful for 

partner agencies, area businesses, local churches, and the many individuals and families 

whose generosity makes it possible for us to help households in need navigate the 

distance between getting by and going under. 
 

Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 

A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  –Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NIV) 

Eric (r) from Miracle Electric, assisted by 

Titus (l) and Bill (not pictured), installing 

our new backup generator. 

Rev. Dr. Tim McLemore 

Executive Director 
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Sign up to receive the Crossroads Ministry quarterly newsletter by email!  

Send your email address to admin@crossroadsep.org. Put NEWSLETTER in the subject line. 

“I Just Threw Away 180 Steaks.” 

     “I can’t do this any longer.” He was deadly serious as he shared his 
frustration – and determination – with the staff at Crossroads Ministry. 
He knew us from our food pantry’s partnership through the years with 
Estes Park Center YMCA of the Rockies, where he worked in the food 
service department. He also knew firsthand from having lived in Africa 
what severe hunger looks like. 
 

     “I just threw away 180 steaks.” 
 

      It is a painful reality for most caterers. When preparing to feed a 
large group, reputable food service professionals will almost always 
prepare at least 5% to 10% “extra” to avoid the embarrassment of 
running out of food and to ensure customers are getting their money’s 
worth. 
 

     On the other hand, not everyone who plans to attend a catered event 
is able to make it – especially when inclement weather or other unavoidable circumstances 
intervene. The challenges are multiplied when preparing meals in a large dining hall where it is 
impossible to determine with precision the number of persons who may drop in to eat on any 
given day. 
 

     As the largest food service operation in the Estes Valley, YMCA of the Rockies regularly 
prepares meals for hundreds of persons at a time. In this painful instance back in 2013, only about 
120 out of 300 anticipated guests were able to attend and enjoy the fine steak dinner. 
 

     No one wants to throw away food... especially freshly-prepared high-quality meals. But the 
obstacles are formidable. The essential need to ensure food safety and comply with all applicable 
health regulations, plus the logistics of storage, packaging, transportation, 
and distribution, complicate even the most noble intentions. 
 

     Crossroads had struggled in the past to find a practical way to repackage 
food from the YMCA. “The traumatic experience of having to throw away 
those 180 steaks was what finally changed things,” says Virgil Good, who 
was serving as Executive Director of Crossroads Ministry at the time. In 
response to an appeal from the aptly named Mr. Good, in 2013 the San 
Antonio Area Foundation generously provided $15,000 toward the 
$20,000 cost for a commercial-grade repackaging room and refrigerator, 
coolers for transportation, and other necessities. 
 

     Since completion of the repackaging room in 2014, Crossroads Ministry 
volunteers have picked up tasty and nutritious food about three times per 
week from Estes Park Center YMCA of the Rockies. Upon delivery to 
Crossroads, another team of volunteers spends several hours repackaging 
the much-needed food – often high-quality protein like beef, chicken, and 
pork, that can be especially difficult for food pantries to obtain – in 
preparation for immediate freezing and subsequent distribution to persons 
in need. 
 

     In 2015, Crossroads Ministry of Estes Park distributed more than 
120,000 pounds of food in our community. Of that amount, some 14,000 
pounds went to persons in need – instead of the landfill, thanks to our vital partners and friends at 
Estes Park Center YMCA of the Rockies. 
 

God satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.  –from Psalm 107:9 

Dave Margheim, with wife Jeanie, 
picks up food from the YMCA to 
deliver to Crossroads several times 
each week as a volunteer “Go-fer.” 

Each Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, faithful teams of 
volunteers repackage high-
quality food from the YMCA 
in Crossroads Ministry’s  
official “repacking room.” 

–Photos courtesy of 
Lisa Neujahr, YMCA 
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     At the end of each summer, our friends from the Bright 
Christmas organization donate school supplies for Estes Park 
School District students. Crossroads Ministry, under the direction 
of Case Manager Eva Bañuelos (pictured, top left), organizes the 
supplies according to school district guidelines for each grade, 
and distributes the supplies. Thanks to Candice Mohr and Estes 
Park’s own Snowy Peaks Winery, each student also can receive 
a backpack to start the school year off right. Eva says that this 
year’s distribution is the largest she has had the joy of organizing, 

with 97 students receiving school supplies! Besides providing students with new items to start 
the year, all undistributed supplies are donated to the Estes Park school system to be used as 
needed. Bright Christmas will monitor these supplies throughout the year in order to make 
basic school items available to students. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES HELP STUDENTS 

     You are invited to a concert benefitting Crossroads Ministry, Saturday, October 22, 2 p.m., 
at Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies, 1700 Brodie Ave. There is no admission 
charge, and reservations or tickets are not required. 
 

     Presbyterian Community Church of the Rockies has a long history of hosting events to 
benefit Crossroads Ministry. This year, Robert Gunn was inspired to organize a concert. “My 
purpose in organizing this event is two-fold,” Bob explained. “First, and most importantly, 
Crossroads Ministry is of  enormous value to the Estes Valley, and it needs to be supported; 

that support also needs to be made visible to the public. 
Secondly,” he added, “we have an extraordinary number of 
excellent musicians in and around the Estes Valley, and they 
need opportunities to be heard!” 
 

     The concert will feature local vocalists and ensembles 
performing a wide variety of music, including Broadway, opera, 
classical, and folk. Receptacles will be available for voluntary 
gifts to support Crossroads Ministry. 

Fourth of July Pancake Breakfast 

This past Fourth of July was another beautiful day 
in Estes Park, with hundreds of people kicking off 
their celebrations at a pancake breakfast at Our 
Lady of the Mountains Church. American flags 
and streamers decorated the tables, with rousing 
patriotic music playing in the background. Once 
again, the Knights of Columbus cooked up a 
delicious breakfast that attracted both locals and 
visitors. More than 600 breakfasts were served 
and enjoyed, and approximately $5,300 dollars 
was raised for Crossroads, plus 110 pounds of 
food donated to the food pantry. Thank you to all 
who helped make this possible.  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOSTS OCT. 22 BENEFIT CONCERT FOR CROSSROADS 
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Crossroads Staff 
 

Tim McLemore 

Executive Director 

tim@crossroadsep.org 
 

 

 Rebecca Gruhl 

Volunteer/Pantry Manager 

becky@crossroadsep.org 

 

Eva Bañuelos 

Case Manager 

eva@crossroadsep.org 
 

 

Martha Gilmore 

Executive Assistant 

Financial Administrator 

martha@crossroadsep.org 
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Hours of Operation 

Monday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Tuesday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  Thursday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.   

Friday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Crossroads Ministry of Estes Park, Inc. 

PO Box 3616   

Estes Park, CO 80517 

  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

     The Dunraven Inn invites you to experience a unique evening benefitting 
Crossroads Ministry. For  the third year , this much-anticipated event known as 
‘Vintage 2016’ will include amazing wines; great food; fabulous auction items; fun 
and laughter with friends; and a chance to win a TRAVEL CERTIFICATE valued 
at $6,500. You need not be present to win this raffle item. 
 

  You can enjoy all of this and help Crossroads!    
Only 250 tickets will be sold, so get yours soon. 

Vintage 2016 will be held Sunday, October 23, from 4-7:00 pm.  
 

Tickets cost $100 each and may be purchased at  
The Dunraven Inn, 2470 Colorado 66, Estes Park, CO 80517 

Or call 970-586-6032 or 586-5811 
 

The Dunraven Inn is donating all food, wine, and service, and therefore 
ALL ticket proceeds will benefit Crossroads Ministry of Estes Park, Inc.  

Sunday, October 23 

4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Dunraven Inn 
 

Great Food • Wine-tasting 

Auction • Raffle • Fun! 


