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You Are Invited… 
 

Holiday Party  
with Buffet Dinner 

for Crossroads Ministry 
Volunteers! 

 

   December 16, 2016 
   Reception at 6:00 

   Buffet Dinner at 6:30 
 

The View Restaurant  
at Crags Lodge 

300 West Riverside Drive 
Estes Park, CO 

 

RSVP by 12/10/2016 
Becky@CrossroadsEP.org 

970.577.0160 ext. 16 
 

(One additional guest  
may join you with RSVP) 

 

Please join us for this 
celebration of  
your service! 

 

Crossroads Mission 
Statement 

Crossroads Ministry 

practices Christian love  

by providing basic  

human services 

to residents in need 

 in the Estes Valley. 

PO Box 3616 
851 Dry Gulch Road 

Estes Park, CO 80517 
970.577.0610  

 
www.crossroadsep.org 

MinistryAtTheCrossroads.blogspot.com 
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We’ll Keep the Lights On for You… 

Jan and Carolyn Evans, Editors 

 

It’s an old saying with a timeless message: “We’ll keep the lights on for you!” It 
suggests a warm welcome and an open door, a promise that someone stands ready 
to help in times of need. 
 

Yet when it comes to the essential operations that undergird the day-to-day work of 
Crossroads Ministry, the fact is that paying the light bill rarely seems much like a 
worthy cause. Staff salaries, building maintenance, copier costs, and the like, can 
sometimes be perceived as obstacles that drain resources which should instead be 
used to directly address the many basic needs of persons struggling with financial 
insecurity in our community. 
 

As I move through a second year of service at Crossroads, however, I’ve come to a 
deeper appreciation of what it means to “keep the lights on.” Consider our 
partnership with the Estes Park Extension of the Salvation Army, for example. 
Thanks to the generosity of the many volunteers and donors who support the 
Salvation Army locally, Crossroads Ministry was able to administer about $43,000 
worth of assistance on their behalf in the past year (see “The Bells Are Ringing,” p. 
3). This makes the Salvation Army one of our most vital partners. But imagine the 
administrative costs the Estes Park Extension of the Salvation Army would incur if 
they were forced to hire their own staff to do the kind of case management that is 
necessary in order to effectively provide individualized assistance for local 
households in need. Because our humble Crossroads facility is here with the space 
necessary for receiving and distributing food, and because we have the personnel 
and office space necessary for qualifying clients and determining the best ways to 
help, 100% of those Salvation Army funds are in fact able to provide direct 
assistance to persons struggling to make ends meet. 
 

Similar partnerships with non-profits like Bright Christmas (see “Bright Christmas 
‘Elves’ are Busy,” p. 2) and other local organizations and businesses enable us to 
multiply the effectiveness of caring persons and the time or financial resources they 
generously commit to further the well-being of less fortunate neighbors. 
 

At the same time, we literally help persons “keep the lights on” by providing 
assistance to prevent eviction or shut-off of utilities, as well as food, transportation, 
limited medical needs, and much more! In the process, we often 
provide compassionate “light” to brighten dark days and difficult 
times (see “Light in a Dark Place,” p. 3), too. 
 

I continue to be overwhelmed by the generosity of our neighbors 
and our friends across the country. The need is great, and we are 
grateful for your help. Every gift matters. Every donation counts. 
Every hour of volunteer service makes a difference.  
 

Whether it’s serving about one out of every 12 persons in the 
Estes Valley each year, providing a place for volunteer service, or 
helping partner organizations and individuals most efficiently 
and effectively apply charitable gifts and services, Crossroads Ministry is thankful 
for the privilege and the responsibility of “Keeping the Lights On” in the Estes 
Valley! 

Rev. Dr. Tim McLemore 

Executive Director 
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Sign up to receive the Crossroads Ministry quarterly newsletter by email!  

Send your email address to admin@crossroadsep.org. Put NEWSLETTER in the subject line. 

Turkey, Stuffing, Coats, and More! 

     The Crossroads annual Thanksgiving distribution was 
well received by the 123 families who signed up.  Many 
agencies throughout the Front Range distribute turkeys, 
but that is only a small portion of a Thanksgiving feast 
that could bless a family.  Through 
generous donations and efficient 
planning, Crossroads supplies not only 
turkeys, but everything needed for this 
special dinner.   
     Volunteers packed all of the 
ingredients required for several side 
dishes like sweet potato casserole and 
green bean casserole. Food boxes also 
included milk, onions, potatoes, stuffing 
mix, lunch meat, bacon, gravy, instant 
potatoes, graham crackers, and 
chocolate bars. A special thank you to 

Antonio’s Pizza for supplying more than 100 loaves of 
fresh-baked bread on the day of the distribution, and 
another thank you to the 17 volunteers who served.  
     Along with the Thanksgiving food boxes, families were 

encouraged to visit the upstairs level of 
Crossroads.  Every year that space is 
transformed into a winter clothing 
store where mothers, fathers, and 
children can find warm clothes. Eighty-
eight families shopped in the store this 
year and were freely given 213 coats, 
72 sweaters, 60 sweatshirts, 111 pairs 
of gloves and mittens, 169 hats, and 
numerous other miscellaneous articles 
of winter clothing. Thanks to the many 
who donated and served, it was a truly 
blessed Thanksgiving. 

Snow cools a truckload of turkeys 

transported by volunteer Nolan Oberg. 

Acting as Good Stewards 
Because of the generosity of caring neighbors, a lot of warm clothing 
remained after Crossroads clients collected needed items for their family 
members. In cooperation with the Interfaith Alliance of Estes Park, all of our 
surplus winter clothing was delivered to Lutheran Family Services to assist 
refugees relocated to the Greeley area. A total of 255 coats, 76 hats, 77 scarfs, 
multiple sweaters and sweatshirts, plus other miscellaneous clothing was 
sent to help many refugees with great needs keep warm this winter. Thanks 
to Dr. John Cooper and Don Lickfett for loading and delivering these 
Thanksgiving blessings to persons in need. 

    Bright Christmas has many “elves” who work to pull 
this annual event together and provide a joyous 
Christmas for so many. On Wednesday, December 14, at 
the Hangar Restaurant, Bright Christmas will bless 135 
families, including 295 children. Many of the “elves of 
Bright Christmas” have volunteered for years and have 
their designated jobs; other “elves” sponsor a family and 

shop for 
gifts 
specifically 
chosen for 
each family 
member.  
Still other 

“elves” at Crossroads collect and package food for a 
complete Christmas dinner as well as staples to last for 
several weeks. There are “elves” who spend whole days 
shopping for any unsponsored families along with “elves” 
who wrap gifts, “elves” who organize and distribute new 

Bright Christmas “Elves” Are Busy  
gifts donated by the community, and “elves” who parcel 
out gently used items of clothing, household goods, and 
bedding (often donated by lodging establishments in 
town). The “elves” of the recreation district set up the 
tables for the distribution, collect everything, put         
together bicycles, and at the end, help load up family cars 
with all of the blessings they received. Oh, and let’s not 
forget the “elves” that serve as translators and assist 
from the initial sign-up at Crossroads through the 
culmination of the event.   
    The result of all the work done by these selfless “elves” 
is seen in the joy on the faces of everyone and heard in 
the giggles of almost 300 children. It’s also experienced 
in sharing of the love of Jesus during the Christmas 
season through all of these generous acts of kindness.  
     

    Bright Christmas thanks everyone in this amazing 
community of generous donors who allow us to help 
families year round! 
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–by Tim McLemore 

Executive Director 

 
     Her face brightened when she spotted me across the bank parking lot last month. “Remember me?” 
When I flashed a smile of recognition, she briefly related how she was getting stronger every month. 
     I was glad to see her doing so well. We first met at the beginning of this year on a chilly January 
morning. She happened to be standing in line behind me and, as is often the case when persons learn 
that I work with Crossroads Ministry, she told me Crossroads had been a huge help to her during a 
difficult time in her life a while back. Then, after a moment of thoughtful reflection, she softly shared 
one simple and powerful sentence:  When I was in a very dark place, Crossroads Ministry gave me light. 
 

     Her spontaneous word of appreciation touched me deeply. Mindful of other persons standing near 
us, I mustered courage to ask if she might drop me a note to share more about what had happened. She 
humbly agreed, on condition of anonymity. The next day, I received the following message: 
 

     When I was in a very dark place, Crossroads Ministry gave me light.  In 2013, I was in the middle 
of a serious battle with cancer. My finances had been depleted, and I had no family to turn to. I was 
alone in this world, by no real fault of my own, and Crossroads Ministry gave me the caring hand I 
needed. 
     Through their assistance, I was able to clear some medical bills and had enough nourishment 
through their thoughtfully prepared food boxes, and perishables. Without this, not only would I have 
been sick, broke and alone, I'd also have been starving without the nourishment I needed to battle my 
illness. They also helped me apply for temporary food-stamp assistance, which helped immensely. 
Crossroads Ministry provided connections to assistance, when it was so greatly needed.  
     I'm happy to say that I am back on the road to health, and able to meagerly, if not adequately 
support myself again. I ran into Tim at the post office, and knew him only because he wore his 
nametag, associating himself with the ministry. I gently thanked him, for without this experience in 
generosity, community and humility I may not be alive today. 
 

Thank you to all who help Crossroads Ministry make a life-changing difference in the Estes Valley. 
 

“Give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death…”              –from Luke 1:79 (NRSV) 

LIGHT IN A DARK PLACE 

     The Salvation Army kettle collection has been a part of the Estes Valley for approximately 
25 years, and throughout that time they have partnered with Crossroads Ministry to help 
persons in need. Wayne Andersen, a faithful volunteer on the Board of the Estes Park 
Extension of the Salvation Army, has actively served since 2000. When asked about his 
commitment, Wayne said he appreciates how the Salvation Army keeps administrative costs 
low, as well as the fact that all money raised here in the Estes Valley is used in this community. 
     As a partner of Crossroads, the Salvation Army uses their funds to purchase much of the 
food needed from the Larimer County Food Bank to stock the Crossroads Food Pantry. They 
also provide voucher assistance for individuals when Crossroads funds are limited or ear-

marked for specific areas. The Board of the Salvation Army trusts the case management process used by the 
Crossroads staff and works diligently to meet the needs presented to them. 
     Last year, about $43,000 in vouchers and food purchases from the Salvation Army helped Crossroads assist 
multiple clients. Their vouchers also provide assistance through Estes Valley 
Crisis Advocates, the Estes Park Police, Salud Clinic, and the Senior Center.  
     The only two streams of fundraising for the Estes Park Extension of the 
Salvation Army are an annual appeal letter and their kettle campaign. Do not 
underestimate the value of dropping donations in one of their kettles when you 
walk by. Your support helps provide assistance for countless people in our 
community. If you have a couple of hours to spare between now and Christmas, 
please call 970-646-5335 to volunteer as a bell-ringer. 

The Bells Are Ringing 



   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

 

970.577.0610  

admin@crossroadsep.org 
 

PO Box 3616   

851 Dry Gulch Road 

 Estes Park, CO 80517 

www.crossroadsep.org 
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Crossroads Staff 
 

Tim McLemore 

Executive Director 

tim@crossroadsep.org 
 

 

 Rebecca Gruhl 

Volunteer/Pantry Manager 

becky@crossroadsep.org 

 

Eva Bañuelos 

Case Manager 

eva@crossroadsep.org 
 

 

Martha Gilmore 

Executive Assistant 

Financial Administrator 

martha@crossroadsep.org 
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Hours of Operation 

Monday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Tuesday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

  Thursday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.   

Friday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Crossroads Ministry of Estes Park, Inc. 

PO Box 3616   

Estes Park, CO 80517-3616 

  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Thank you also to our other Vintage 2016 sponsors: 
 Chuck and Julie Varilek  Estes Park News  Hobert Printing 
 Poppy’s Pizza & Grill   Mama Rose’s Restaurant Claire’s on the Park 
 The Egg & I   Reel Mountain Theater  You Need Pie 
 The Wapiti    Omnibus   Dakotah Jewelry 
 Estes Park Mountain Shop  RMNP Images  Fall River Jewelry & Antiques 
 Cinnamon’s Bakery   Kirk’s Fly Shoppe  White Orchid 
 Christmas Shoppe   Spruce House  Liz and Jo’s 
 Estes Park Golf Course  Sombrero Stables  MacDonald Book Shop 
 Mary Jane’s   Bear Necessities  Estes Park Rent All 

    When Candy and Jim Sulzbach bought their tickets to 
Vintage 2016, they did so to support Crossroads, never 
dreaming that they would win the raffle prize of a $6,500 
travel certificate. Even that night after trying to bid on 
several auction items, they decided to head home before 
the actual raffle. Wow! What a surprise for them to 
receive a call that they were the winners. According to 
Candy, she can’t remember the last vacation they have 
been on. So now, they are starting to dream.           
Congratulations Jim and Candy! 
    Thanks to many generous and compassionate people, 
the evening was not only a huge blessing to Jim and 
Candy, but to Crossroads as well.  Many people opened up their hearts and gave unselfishly to   

support this agency.  Crossroads helps the most vulnerable in 
our community and the staff will administer these much-needed 
donations with the utmost of care. 
    A BIG THANK YOU goes to Andy Morgan, owner of The 
Dunraven, and to his staff. All of the food and wine was donated 
and the staff was extremely friendly and helpful throughout the 
evening. Chef Marty and his team prepared some exquisite 
dishes. (The bacon-wrapped scallops were to die for along with 
many other delicacies!) 

AND THE WINNER IS…. 


